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Joseph Garey was somewhat of
an cmnigma, Having lived in
Pennsylvania for all his 21 years,
be moved Mississippi with his
brother in 1860. With the com-
mencement of hostilities, the
brothers enlisted in the Southern
-army. Both during and after the
war Joseph's fervent support of the
Confederacy never wavered.

Joseph's diaries describe his
service with Hudson's Battery,

_ Mississippi  Volunteers, in the
Western campaigns from the
fields of Shiloh to capture and pa-
role at Vicksburg. His writings,
chronicle a progression from yir-
tual certainty of success to out-
right despondency for Southem

Iz 1861 he declared that Albert
Sidney Johnston and his army
ought to be able to capture a con-

. tinenit."Yet by 1862 he discourag-
ingly questions whether Johnston's -
" plan of "retreating rather than ad-

. vancing” was advantageous. His
- enthusiasm -was somewhat rekin- -

" dled at Shiloh, a site of “unabated -
- fury” that he apparently deemed a
* Southem victory. oo

“However, following the fall of

- Vicksburg and- Chattanooga, with

-« Charleston -and Richmond be- -

. sieged, . he - reported - the -

« Confederacy's prospects . a8
© "gloomy indeed,” citing despon- -

-+ dency commonplace, provisions
;; scarce, and currency-depreciated. ..

* *‘When the ‘war ended, be briefly ;:

. went North 16 wisit his jpareats, but 5

- vetumed with his brother to reside i,

- In his beloved vanquished- South, <

- and-file soldiers.

: ‘ The dm.ry 1y concludes with his par- .

tisan dénunciation of a” federal
government allegedly subjugating

" civil liberties .throngh confisca-
~ tion, suspension of habeas corpus,

and repression of political dissent.
He bemoaned the passing of the

OId South, stating, "She is gone

and lives alome in the hearts of
those who fought to sustain her by
throwing themselves into the
breach.”

Although the diary entries are
generally succinct, Joseph vividly

-portrayed the commonality of suf-
" fering faced by soldiers in the

field and that confronting civilians
on the homefront. The writing
style is straightforward and de-
scriptive, with no hedging opin-
jons. Although vnquestionably an
advocate for the Southern cause,
Joseph never expressed any dis-
like of Northerners merely be-
cause of his chosen sectional res-
idency. Rather, he denounced
Lincoln and those Radical
Republicans he perceived as op-
portunists interested in subjugat-
ing the South for political and
economic advantage,

The accompanying photos and
maps are wcll-selected to ilius-
trate the text, and the editor's an-
notations appropriately place the
diary entries in their historical
context. Accordingly, readers will
find this work to be a useful and

. intezesting addition to any collec-

tion of wartime wntmg's by rank- -

‘Keémp ‘Burpeiu” -



